RHINE HOUSE A4 0fE

Rhine House
» ADDRESS : 2-10-24 Kitano-cho Chuo-ku Kobe
« TEL : 078-222-3403
« HOURS OF OPERATION : 9:00-18:00 (entrance until 17:45)
* GENERAL ADMISSION : Free
» CLOSED : Third Thursday on June and February
(the next day when it falls on a holiday)
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Scale Structure: two-story wooden, hipped roof, pantile roofing
Floor Space: First floor 211.00m>  Second floor 204.35m?
Total 415.35m?
Site Area: 903.60m?
Owner: Kobe City
1.21.1980(Showa 55) Kobe City authorized as Traditional Historic Building
6.1.2016(Heisei 28) Kobe City authorized as Important Buildings for
the Formation of Landscapes

About Rhine House (Former Drewell House)

This building owner, Josephine Rose Drewell, was born in France in 1857.
She came to Japan in 1871 (Meiji 4). She remarried Mr. Drewell in 1882
(Meiji 15). Rhine House was built in 1915 (Taisho 4). Mrs. Drewell had
lived in this house until she passed away in 1920 (Taisho 9). In 1978
(Showa 53), Kobe City purchased Rhine House and repaired it to open to
the public as an information center of the district. At the same time, Kobe
City made a public appeal for a nickname of the house. Then the house was
named Rhine House. There are two reasons why the name, Rhine House,
was chosen. One reason is that the last foreigner resident Mr. Oberlin who
lived in this house was German. In his native country Germany, the famous
river the Rhine flows its country. Another reason is the external siding
walls of the house. The siding has a straight-line beauty. “Rhine” and
“line” are the same pronunciation in Japanese.

Since 2017(Heisei 29), Rhine house had been demolished and rebuilt for
earthquake-resistant measures and preservation repairs. Rhine House was
reopened after the repairs in 2019(Heisei 31).

Architectural Highlights of Rhine House

Introduction of Rhine House

1, a two-story wooden house

2, external walls adopted wood siding painted with oil-based paint

3, a south-faced balcony

4, bay windows on the east and west sides of the house

5, cornice

6, louvered doors and windows

These features are called the Kobe Style that was popular in the 1880’s.
Rhine House was built in this style in 1915. This L-shaped house consists of
the main building (the owner’s living space) and another building (the
servants’ living space) connected to the main building on the north-east
side. In the main building, there were a drawing room, a living room and a
dining room on the first floor and bedrooms on the second floor at that time.
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