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House

KOBE KITANO IJINKAN

Kazamidori no Yakata (The Former Thomas House)

ADDRESS : 3-13-3 Kitano-cho Chuo-ku Kobe

TEL:078-242-3223

HOURS OF OPERATION : 9:00-18:00 (entrance until 17:45)

GENERAL ADMISSION : 500 yen

High School Students and younger Free

Free admission for handicapped visitors and Kobe residents over 65 yrs.
CLOSED : first Tuesday on June and February

(the next day when it falls on a holiday)
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Structure :

A two-sory wooden house,outer wall paved with brick,halfbasement,
spired roof,gathered ridge structure,and slate roof

First floor 230.14 ni ~ Second floor 230.60 ni  Total 891.03 ni
(including the 430.29 ni basement and attic) Area of Grounds 607.30 ni

Built: ca.1909 Owner : Kobe city
Data of Designation : January 21,1978

Weathercock House was built as the residence of German trader, G. Thomas who used
to live in Kobe.

Among Ijinkan (foreign houses) in Kitano Yamamoto district, this is the only house
with red brick walls.

It differs from other Ijinkan houses in its grand appearance with its bright colored
brick walls, heaped stone porch, and half-timbered structure (wood frame) on the
second floor. Also, weathercock on the steeple has been known as indispensable

symbol of Kitano area.

In addition to indicate the direction of winds as its name suggested, it is said that it
wards off evil spirits and promotes Christian doctrine since roosters are cautious.

Former residence of Thomas (Weathercock House) has an entrance hall, a living
room, a dining room and a den on the first floor, and a bed room for couple, nursery,

a guest room and a breakfast room on the second floor.

Although the design is different in each room, the whole house is influenced by
traditional German architectural style while reflecting the Art Nouveau movement
of late 19th to early 20th century.

Art Nouveau metallic knobs in each room on the first floor, the capital orna- ments in
the entrance porch, a chandelier in guest room and the caricature on the baseboard in
the den reflect the period as well.

On the other hand, the elaborately wood beams on the ceiling, ornaments of sideboard

and fireplace are designed in the style of medieval castle.

Weathercock house was designed by a German architect, G. de Lalande known as
a prominent architect who made other famous works in Japan in early 20th century.
Extensive restoration was carried out from December 1983 to March 1985 to bring
the house back to its original based on the picture taken at that time as record.
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